
Becket Primary School 

Reading Spine 

Yr Class Stories  

(read by the teacher) 

Children Must reads (6/year) Other recommended reads (from adults) 

Pre Dear Zoo by Rod Campbell  

The Train Ride by June Crebbin 

The Gruffalo by Julia Donaldson 

You choose by Pippa Goodhart 

and Nick Sharratt 

Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do 

You See? by Bill Martin 

Where’s Lenny? By Ken Wilson-

Max 

 

Poetry 

Dinosaur Roar! 

Nursery Rhymes 

Shark in the park 

 

 

 Peepo by Janet and Allan Ahlberg  

Hug  by Jezz Alborough 

Little Monkey by Marta Altes 

Lion inside by Rachel Bright 

Copy Cat by Mark Birchall Jaspers Beanstalk by Nick 

Butterwolf 

The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle  

Hairy Maclary from Donaldson’s Dairy by Lynley Dodd 

Oi Frog! By Kes Grey 

Where’s Spot by Eric Hill 

We’re going on a Bear Hunt by Michael Rosen 

Come on, Dausy by Jane Simmons 

 

 

R A day in the life of the man on 

the moon by Simon Bartram  

The smed and the smoo by Julia 

Donaldson  

Dogger by Shirley Hughes  

Old MacDonald heard a parp! By 

Olaf Falafel  

How to catch a star by Oliver 

Jeffers   

I want my hat back by Jon 

Klassen  

Six dinner sid by Igna Moore 

Whatever Next by Jill Murphy 

Other (main) texts read this year 

- This is the Bear, Sarah Hayes 

- Goldilocks and the Three Bears 

- Going on a Bear Hunt, Michael 

Rosen 

- Room on the Broom 

- Meg and Mog 

- This is the Bear at Night, Sarah Hayes 

- Brown Bear, Brown Bear 

- Dear Santa 

 

 

 

Each Peach Pear Plum by Ahlberg 

Funnybones by Ahlberg 

Mrs Armitage on wheels – Quentin Blake 

Goodnight Moon by Margaret Rose Brown 

Mr Gumpys Outing – John Burningham 

So much by Trish Cooke 

Hairy Maclary from Donaldson’s Dairy by Lynley Dodd 

Tyrannosaurus Drip by Julia Donaldson 

Aliens Love Underpants by Claire Freedman 

Shhh! By Sally Grindley 

Rosies Walk- Pat Hutchins 

Elmer by David McKee 

Peace At Last by Jill Murphy 



Owl Babies by Martin Waddell  

 

 

Poetry 

Sharing a shell  

This little puffin treasury of rhymes 

A treasury of songs 

My many coloured days 

 

Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak 

Bear Snores On by Karma Wilson 

 

Any traditional fairytale such as The Gingerbread Man, 

Little Red Riding Hood, Hansel and Gretel etc 

Biff, Chip and Kipper Series/ Songbird series ( children 

can use their phonics with these) 

 

1 Percy the Park Keeper series by 

Nick Butterworth 

Katie Morag’s Island Stories by 

Mairi Hedderwick 

Gruff the grump 

The Tiger Who Came To Tea by 

Judith Kerr 

Beegu by Alexis Deacon 

Reading Beauty by Deborah 

Underwood 

 

 

Poetry to learn 

T1/2 - Everything you do by 

Mabel Segun 

T3/4 – London’s Burning 

T5/6 – Sand by John Foster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Poetry 

When we were very young 

Hey little bug 

Puffin book of first poems 

Here’s a little poem 

 

Cops and Robbers by Allan Ahlberg 

My Friend Bear by Jez Alborough 

Mister Magnolia by Quentin Blake 

A Bear Called Paddington by Michael Bond 

Come away from the water Shirley by John Buckingham 

Avocado Baby by John Burningham 

The Bad Tempered Ladybird by Eric Carle 

The wolf story -What happened to little red riding hood 

by Toby Forward 

Hey little ant by Hannah Hoose 

A Lion in the Meadow by Margaret Mahy 

Not Now, Bernard by David McKee 

On the way home by Jill Murphy 

Peace At Last by Jill Murphy 

Winnie the witch by Korky Paul  

The true story of the 3 little pigs by Jon Scieszka 

Farmer Duck by Martin Waddell 

Tadpoles promise by Jeanne Willis 

The elephant and the bad baby by Elfrida Vipont 

 

2 Gorilla by Anthony Browne 

The day the crayons quit by Drew 

Daywalt 

Wolves- Emily Gravett  

Handa’s Surprise by Eileen Browne  

Fantastic Mr Fox by Roald Dhal  

Mr Wolf’s Pancakes by Jan Fearnley 

Amazing Grace by Mary Hoffman 

Mrs Wobble the Waitress by Allan Ahlberg  

The Enchanted Wood by Enid Blyton  

Fungus the Boegyman by Raymond Briggs 

Pumpkin Soup- Helen Cooper 



Traction Man by Mini Grey 

Three Brave Women by C Martin 

Paperbag princess by Robert 

Munsch 

3 little wolves and the big bad 

pig by Eugene Trivizas 

Chester by Melanie Watt 

Hodgeheg 

Owl was afraid of the dark 

Bear Hunt – for writing 

Fantastic Mr Fox 

 

 

Poetry 

T1/2 - Upside down by Aileen 

Fisher 

T3/4 - The Lightship by John Foster 

T5/6 - ‘An Emerald Is As Green As 

Grass’ by Christina Rossetti 

 

 

Frog and Toad together by Arnold Lobel 

Owl who was afraid of the dark by Jill 

Tomlinson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Poetry 

Crazy Mayonnaisy Mum 

The works KS1 

Heard it in the playground 

A first poetry book 

 

Mr Majeika by Humphrey Carpenter  

Grandads Island by Benji Davis 

Jinne Ghost by Berlie Doherty 

The Lotus Seed by Sherry Garland 

Meerkat Mail by Emily Gravett 

The Man whose Mother was a Pirate by Margaret Mahy  

I was a Rat! By Phillip Pullman  

Dr Xargles Book of Earthlets by Jeanne Willis  

 

Lighthouse keepers lunch series 

Any traditional fairytales such as The Gingerbread Man, 

Little Red Riding Hood, Hansel and Gretel etc 

 

 

3 

 

Woof by Allan Ahlberg 

Hansel and Gretel by Anthony 

Browne 

Iron Man Ted Hughes  

The sheep Pig by Dick King-Smith 

Farm Boy Michael Morpurgo 

Charlotte’s Web by E B White 

Stone Age Boy 

Mammoth Academy 

Train to impossible places by PG 

Bell 

 

The Enchanted Wood by Enid Blyton 

Flat Stanley by Jeff Brown  

How the camel got its hump by Justine 

Fontes 

The hodgeheg by Dick King-Smith 

Lion witch and the wardrobe by C S Lewis 

Butterfuly Lion by Michael Morpurgo 

Emporers new clothes  

 

Poetry 

Ducks Ditty 

Something told the wild geese  

The jolly Postman -  Allan Ahlberg 

Secret Seven by Enid Blyton 

Paddington Bear by Michael Bond  

The Indian in the cupboard series by Lynne Reid-Banks 

The magic finger,Twits, Esio Trot by Roald Dahl 

The Tear Thief By Carol Ann Duffy  

The Abominables by Eva Ibbotson  

Felix after the rain by Dunja Jogan 

Magic carpet slippers. Sophie is seven by Dick King-

Smith 

Maia and what matters by Tine Mortier 

The Worst Witch Series by Jill Murphy 



 

 

 

Poetry 

T1/2: The Horseman by Walter de 

la Mare 

T3/4: The Dark by Carol Ann Duffy 

T5/6: Night spinner by Patricia 

Leighton 

 

 

Catch a little rhyme  

 

Poetry 

Paint me a poem 

The worlds greatest space cadet 

Puffin book of utterly brilliant poems 

Quick let’s get out of here! 

 

Battle of bubble and squeak by Philippa Pearce 

Horrid Henry by Francesca Simon 

Cave Baby  

Dave's Cave 

The First Drawings 

How to Wash a Woolly Mammoth 

UG 

The Secrets of Stonehenge 

Stone Girl Bone Girl 

Stone Age Bone Age 

The Cave 

The pebble in my pocket 

Boudicca's Army 

Roman Chariot  

 

4 The tunnel by Anthony Browne 

Pippi longstocking by Astrid 

Lindgren 

Why the whales came by 

Michael Morpurgo  

Firework makers daughter by 

Phillip Pullman 

Varjak Paw by SF Said 

The miraculous journey of Edward 

Tulane by Kate DiCamillo 

Who let the gods out? By Maz 

Evans 

Llama out loud by Annabelle 

Sami 

 

Poetry 

T1/2: Railway carriage by Robert 

Louis Stevenson 

Peter Pan by JM Barrie 

A bear called Paddington by Michael 

Bond 

Midnight Fox by Betsy Byars 

The little match girl by Hans Christian 

Anderson 

Bills New frock – Anne Fine 

Cloud tea monkeys by Mal Peet 

Heidi  

 

 

Poetry 

Revolting rhymes 

Cloud busting by Malorie Blackman read 

with adult 

Topsy turvey world 

Deep in the green wood 

Sensational! 

 ‘Matilda’ and ‘BFG’. Danny Champion of the World, 

The Witches by Roald Dahl 

‘Loudmouth Louis’ or ‘A Diary of a Killer Cat.’ By Anne 

Fine 

Lemony Snicket – ‘A Series of Unfortunate Events.’ By 

Daniel Handler 

Alex Rider series by Anthony Horowitz 

 ‘The Finger Eater’. The Sheep Pig by Dick King-Smith  

Narnia series by CS Lewis 

The Railway Children by Edith Nesbit Harry Potter by JK 

Rowling 

‘The Outlaw Varjak Paw’ and ‘Phoenix’ by SF Said    

 



T3/4: Letter to Hades by Rita Dove 

T5/6: At the bottom of my garden 

by Benjamin Zephaniah 

 

Hot like fire and other poems 

 

5 Wolves of Willoughby by Chase 

Joan Aiken 

Street Child by Berlie Doherty 

War Horse by Michael Morpurgo 

The railway Children by E Nesbit 

Wonder by RJ Palacio 

Wolf Brother by Michelle Paver 

Beowulf  

Midsummer Nights Dream 

Around the world in 80 days  

The boy, the mole, the fox and 

the horse by Charles Mackesy 

 

Poetry 

T1/2: Don’t by Michael Rosen  

T3/4: The moon by Emily Dickinson 

T5/6: Give yourself a hug by 

Grace Nichols 

 

The secret Garden by Frances Hodgson 

Burnett 

Journey to the river Sea by Eva Ibbotson 

The call of the wild by Jack London 

Moonfleet by John Meade Falkner 

Kensukes Kingdom by Michael Morpurgo 

Toms Midnight Garden by Philippa Pearce 

Swallows and Amazons by Arthur Ransome  

Black Beauty by Anna Sewell  

Around the world in 80 days by Jules Verne 

 

Poetry 

The Highwayman 

Fog 

The tiger 

If 

Dreams 

Daffodils 

Lost Magic 

The Works KS2 

The Magic Box 

Juggling with gerbils 

FArTHER by Grahame Baker-Smith 

Hacker, Thief! By Malorie Blackman 

The midnight Fox by Betsy Byars   

Alice in Wonderland – Lewis Caroll  

Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer  

Hunger Games – Suzanne Collins  

Cirque du Freak Series, Larten Crepsley Series,  

Horrible Histories by Terry Deary 

Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis 

Elidor, The Owl Service – Alan Garner  

The Wind in the Willows – Kenneth Grahame  

Diamond Brothers Series by Anthony Horowitz 

Boy in the tower by Polly Ho-Yen 

Stig of the Dump – Clive King  

The Chronicles of Narnia – C.S. Lewis  

Escape from Shangri-La by Michael Morpurgo 

Phoenix and the carpet by E Nesbit 

 

 

Chronicles of Ancient Darkness – Michelle Paver  

A different pond (graphic novel) by Bao Phi 

Tom Gates Series – Liz Pichon  

His Dark Materials Trilogy by Phillip Pullman 

Percy Jackson Series – Rick Riordan  

Demonata Series by Darren Shan 

Treasure Island – Robert Louis Stephenson  

Billionaire Boy, Ratburger, Awful Auntie or Gangster 

Granny by David Walliams 

War of the Worlds – H. G. Wells  



 

6 Louis Sachar Holes 

Clockwork 

The Lost Thing 

Baaa 

Anne Frank – Anne Frank 

Goodnight Mr Tom 

Malorie Blackman – Pig heart boy 

Boy in girls bathroom by Louis 

Sachar 

Explorer by Katherine Rundell 

London Eye Mystery by Siobhan 

Dowd 

Rooftoppers by Katherine Rundell 

The Middler by Kirsty Applebaum  

 

 

Poetry 

T1/2: In flanders fields by John 

McCraye 

T3/4: We refugees by Benjamin 

Zephaniah  

T5/6: If by Rudyard Kipling 

 

The Giver by Lois Lowry 

Lark by Anthony McGowan  

A monster calls by Patrick Ness 

Fireweed by Jill Paton Walsh 

The arrival by Shaun Tan 

The Light Jar by Lisa Thompson  

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark 

Twain 

 

 

 

 

 

Poetry 

In flanders fields 

Charge of the light Brigade 

Ballad of London 

The Eagle 

Listeners  

Ted Hughes collected poems for children 

Charles Causley: Collected poems for 

children 

Carol Ann Duffy: New and collected 

Poems 

 

Watership Down by Richard Adams 

The Boyhood of Burglar Bill by Alan Ahlberg 

Black Hearts in Battersea by Joan Aiken 

Little Women/Little Men by Louisa May Allcott 

House with Chicken Legs by Sophie Anderson 

Skellig, My Name is Mina, The Fire Eaters and Heaven 

Eyes by David Almond 

The Eddie Dickens Trilogy (Awful End, Dreadful Acts and 

Terrible Times) by Phillip Ardagh 

Ballet Shoes by Nina Bawden 

Tell Me No Lies, Noble Conflict and Hacker by Malorie 

Blackman 

Children of Green Knowe by Lucy Boston 

Secrets of a sun King by Emma Carroll 

letters from a  Lighthouse by Emma Carroll 

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll 

Hound of the Baskervilles by Arthur Conan Doyle  

Forbidden Friends by Anne Marie Conway 

Millions by Frank Cottrell Boyce 

Moondial by Helen Cresswell 

Arthur-The Seeing Stone, Beowulf, Short, Storm and The 

Riddlemaster by Kevin Crossley Holland 

Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe 

Ingo by Helen Dunmore 

The Tulip Touch, Madame Doubtfire, Up on Cloud Nine, 

Bill’s New Dress and Flour Babies by Anne Fine 

Smith, Black Jack and The December Rose by Leon 

Garfield 

Once by Maurice Gleitzman  

Short by Holly Goldberg Sloan 

Curious incident of the dog in the night time by Mark 

Haddon Pebble in my pocket by Meredith Hooper 



I am David by Anne Holm 

The Diamond Brothers (series), Alex Ryder (series) and 

Granny by Anthony Horowitz 

Season songs by Ted Hughes 

Journey to the River Sea , The Odyssey by Eva Ibbotson 

My Friend’s a Werewolf by Pete Johnson  

When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit by Judith Kerr 

The Water Babies by C. Kingsley 

Jungle Book by Rudyard Kipling  

White Fang by Jack London 

North Child by Edith Patton 

The Explorer by Catherin Rundell 

The secret Horses of Briar Hill by Megan Shepherd 

Treasure Island by R L Stevenson  

The Hobbit by J R Tolkien 

A boy called Hope by Lara Williamson  

Journey to the centre of the Earth by Jules Verne 

1000 year old boy by Ross Welford 

 

 

    

 


