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The first luxury ocean liner

Isambard Kingdom Brunel was a famous engineer.  He built bridges, tunnels, railways, docks and ships.  He was born in 1806.  He lived at the time of Britain’s Industrial Revolution.  Victoria became Britain’s queen in 1837.  Brunel died in 1859.

He believed steamships were the future, not sailing ships.  Steamships had engines that burned coal.  Brunel’s SS Great Britain is one of the most important historic ship in the world.  When she was launched in 1843, she was called “the greatest experiment since the Creation”.  It was the first iron ship with screw propellers (Ships were made out of wood before).  This was the newest invention in maritime technology.
By combining size, power and innovative technology, Brunel created a ship that changed history.  His vision for the SSX Great Britain made her the great-great-grandmother for all modern ships.  It is now in Bristol. 
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VOCABULARY
1) Write the following words to match the correct pictures:                coal     - a sailing ship   - an engine	- a screw propeller
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_____________________________
	
_____________________________
	
_____________________________
	
_____________________________



2) Match the word and the definition:
A liner  					  the cheapest accommodation on a passenger ship (= 3rd class)

The prow 					  the area for food preparation on a ship

A stern   					 the front of a ship

A deck   					 the people working on a ship (not the passengers)

The galley 					 any floor-like platforms built into a ship

The crew   					 the back of a ship

Steerage   					 a large commercial ship (especially one that carries passengers)

The hull   					 the body of a ship
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