Summer Term Curriculum Newsletter

May 3rd 2017

I hope have all enjoyed your Easter Breaks and extended Bank Holiday weekends! Firstly, we would
like to thank all of our families for their support during our Spring Term learning expeditions.
Children created pop-up restaurants; became film directors and stars; designed a magazine for the
RNLI and made brochures for Weston tourists. Lots of amazing learning took place and we are also
pleased about the impact of our children’s learning around our local community. This is a key aspect of
our expeditions and we hope that we can continue to develop our projects to give our children
meaningful and purposeful learning opportunities.
As the weather, hopefully, begins to get warmer, the children will be venturing outside more to learn.
Part of CREW work in school is to teach the children how to make good choices about their learning.
For example, do they work best at a table? On the carpet? Outside? In slippers? By themselves? As
part of a small group? All of these aspects are important in giving our children the right ingredients
to succeed at Becket and later on in life.
PE and Sports Day will also be high on the agenda this term. Please can all children have the correct
PE kit in school at all times and, preferably, with a set of PE socks. Please also check sizes of daps
and clothing so that children are not uncomfortable. PE kit should include:


Shorts or Skirt



White T-Shirt or Polo Shirt



Daps or suitable trainers



Tracksuit bottoms or jumper (for colder days)



Spare pair of socks
PLEASE NAME EVERYTHING

If you can help with an expedition in any way or would like to find out more, please speak to your
child’s class teacher. For our latest news and updates from the classroom please follow us on Twitter:
@becket_primary
We look forward to working alongside you this term
Kind regards
BECKET CREW

Penguin Crew
What good do bugs do?
The children in Penguin Class have shown a real enthusiasm for bugs and minibeasts, therefore, our
expedition will reflect this. We will be learning about the different types of creatures that we can
find locally, in school or at home; where they live and, most importantly, how they can help us. Our
final outcome will be to further develop the existing local nature trail that was created by our Year 5
class, Big Worle and Avon Wildlife Trust. The children will be planting flowers to attract more
insects to the trail as well as providing information for visitors along the trail. We are planning to
visit Folly Farm as well as the local Worle Nature Trail.
PE
PE will continue to on the same days but we will now be going outside. We would ask that you check
your child’s PE shoes still fit comfortably ready for them to venture outdoors.
Reading
Please support your child’s progress in this vital skill by hearing them read at least 3 times a week.
Even able readers need to be encouraged to read. Sharing books together is an important part of
developing reading skills.
Key Dates
As we are still planning our project with the children, we have not
got any dates as yet. Please look out for updates on our
whiteboard or in book bags.
Thank you for your continued support.

Mrs Channon and Mrs Fox

Tortoise and Monkey Crew
Should all animals be free?
Last term the children asked to learn about all things animals! We
will be discovering about where wild animals live, how they live and
the role of zoos. Our key question this term is: ‘Should all animals be free?’. As part of this we are
excited to welcome Zoologists from Bristol Zoo into school to show us some animals and teach us
about conservation and animal care. In the next few weeks we will move on to learning about pets:
which animals make suitable pets and how to best care for them. Please let us know if your child has
an allergies to animals or feels anxious around animals.

Our new expedition approach encourages the children to work towards a final product. For this
expedition, we will be making an album of animal songs, raps and riddles for your listening pleasure! A
professional recording artist is going to be supporting us in our project, so we have high hopes! We
will also be doing a pre-performance to whet your appetite for the CD launch on Thursday 13th July,
so please save the date.
Our focus books this term will be ‘Meerkat Mail’ by Emily Gravett, ‘Gorilla’ by Anthony Browne, ‘The
Tiger that Came to Tea’ by Judith Kerr (Y1) and ‘The Diary of a Killer Cat’ by Anne Fine (Y2).
If you have any musical or animal expertise, or pets that you feel able to share with the children, we
would be thrilled to welcome you into the classroom.
PE
We found it very challenging last term to ensure that all children had their kit for each lesson. Please
ensure your child has a named PE kit of shorts, T-shirt and daps or trainers in school every day. If
your child brings another kit home with them accidently, we would really appreciate your help in
returning the kit to the correct child. This is, understandably, causing some parents great upset. The
children are able to leave their PE kit in school and will be reminded to take it home at the end of
each term. Year 1 and Year 2 PE days are Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Reading
Please support your child’s progress in this vital skill by hearing them read at least 3 times a week.
Even able readers need to be encouraged to read. Sharing books together is an important part of
developing reading skills. Please talk to your child about what they have read as this helps their
comprehension.
Dates for your diary
-

12th May Zoo workshop in school

-

18th May Y1 Phonics Check meeting for Year 1 parents.

-

13th July (afternoon) Expedition performance!

Thank you for your continued support. We have an open door policy, so if you have any questions
please pop in at the end of the day.
Mrs Walters and Miss McGill

Gorilla and Lion CREW (Year 3 and 4)

Is there truth in magic?
Year 3 and 4 are embarking on a truly magical and exciting journey this coming term. We are going to
understand the link of truth in magic by playing an originally fictional sport. The children will organise,
host and partake in a Quidditch tournament with three local primary schools to win the Tri Wizard School
Quidditch Cup. This will then become an annual event between the schools.

We will be learning through our P.E lessons, how to play the game of Quidditch and modifying the rules to
suit us. From this we will learn sportsmanship and managing a competitive edge. We aim to link with
Brizzlepuff to pass on their expertise.
To help organise the event, we will involve skilled specialists, who will assist in developing our
understanding of belonging to a team by designing our own coat of arms and our Quidditch kit. We will
develop their computer knowledge to enable the children to communicate with the local teams via emails.
As part of our learning, we will be studying the Harry Potter books and ‘The fantastic Beasts’ by J.K.
Rowling. These books will complement our learning as well as being interesting and exciting stories that
will teach us some new words to use in our writing.

PE Please ensure your child has a named PE kit of shorts, T-shirt and daps or trainers in school every day.
In sunny weather, please ensure that your child is protected by sunscreen. The children are able to leave
their PE kit in school and will be reminded to take home at the end of each term. Year 3 PE days are
Wednesday and Thursdays. Year 4 PE days are Mondays and Fridays.
Reading Please support your child’s progress in this vital skill by hearing them read at least 3 times a
week. Remember to record this in their reading diaries. Even able readers need to be encouraged to read.
Sharing books together is an important part of developing reading skills. Please talk to your child about
what they have read as this helps their comprehension.
Homework This should be an opportunity for children to practise the skills they are learning in class. We
will send homework home on a Friday, if we believe it will support the children’s learning. This will then
be handed in the following Friday.
Thank you for your continued support. We have an open door policy, so if you have any questions please
pop in at the end of the day.
Mr Godfrey and Mrs Vicarage
Red Panda and Meerkat Crew

What is the power of nature?
I hope you all had a lovely Easter Break; the children have come
back buzzing and seem really excited about our Expedition. Over
the next two terms, we will be focusing our learning on natural
disasters. Throughout the expedition the children will study the
range of natural disasters that have occurred across the World.

We are also planning some Skype calls across the World and hope to contact schools in India and
Thailand!
To launch our expedition the children created their own natural disasters including jelly volcanoes,
Oreo plate tectonics and earthquake structures to name a few.
Our final product we aim to create at the end of our expedition is a museum; our aim is to showcase
our natural disasters learning in a variety of ways. We are in contact with Weston Museum and aim to
showcase our work in the summer term.
Year 6 will work on this expedition across Term 5, in Term 6 our attention will switch to a miniexpedition that will have the outcome of our end of year production – ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’.
Key Texts:
StormBreaker by Anthony Horowitz, Foodland by Marcus Sedgwick and Holes by Louis Sachar.
Key dates:-Year 6 SATs week WB Monday 8th May.
-The children across Year 5 and 6 will also be taking part in a music festival within school time with
other schools across North Somerset on Friday 19th May.
- Year 6 Production, Wednesday July 12th
PE - Please ensure your child has a named PE kit of shorts, T-shirt and daps or trainers in school
every day. In colder weather, dark coloured tracksuit bottoms would be suitable. The children are
able to leave their PE kit in school and will be reminded to take it home at the end of each term. Year
6 and 5 PE days are on Mondays and Fridays.
Reading- Please support your child’s progress in this vital skill by hearing them read at least 3 times
a week, even able readers need to be encouraged to read. The children don’t just have to read their
school texts, newspapers, magazines, instructions for games etc. also count.
Homework - Homework will be sent home every Friday and will be collected in the following
Wednesday (Y6) and Thursday (Y5)
Lost property - We have an ongoing problem with unnamed jumpers being lost. Please could you
label all items of clothing.
Thank you for your continued support. We have an open door policy, so if you have any questions
please pop in at the end of the day.
Mr Collard, Miss Aylott and Mrs Gregory

