
The Lancashire Cotton Industry Timeline Activity
Cut out the events about the Lancashire cotton industry and put them in the right order. 

The Industrial 
Revolution begins.

Cotton production is 
done by families in 

their homes.

The Factory Act bans 
children under 10 

years old from working 
in factories.

On average, one 
Lancashire cotton mill 

closes every week.

Britain produces 7 billion 
metres of cloth a year.

There are over 2000 
cotton mills in Lancashire 

with nearly 500 000 
people working in them.

Cotton mill workers vote to 
write to Abraham Lincoln 

in support of his fight 
against slavery.

Cotton goods make up 15% 
of all British exports.

Around 1760 1860 1874 1960s

Before 18th century 1790s New Year’s Eve 1862 1912
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The Lancashire Cotton Industry Timeline Activity
Cut out the events about the Lancashire cotton industry and put them in the right order. 

Some events are missing; find out what they are and add them in. 
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The Lancashire Cotton Industry Timeline Activity
Write the events about the Lancashire cotton industry in the boxes.
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The Lancashire Cotton Industry Timeline Activity - Answers
Write the events about the Lancashire cotton industry in the boxes.

Around 1760

The Industrial 
Revolution begins.

1860

There are over 
2000 cotton mills 
in Lancashire with 
nearly 500 000 people 
working in them.

1874

The Factory Act bans 
children under 10 years 
old from working in 
factories.

1960s

On average, one 
Lancashire cotton mill 
closes every week.

Before 18th century

Cotton production is 
done by families in 
their homes.

1790s

Cotton goods make up 
15% of all  
British exports.

New Year’s Eve 1862

Cotton mill workers 
vote to write to 
Abraham Lincoln in 
support of his fight 
against slavery.

1912

Britain produces 
7 billion metres of 
cloth a year.
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